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74th General Convention:

Challenges and Opportunities

Rise Thew Forrester

Preparations for General
Convention and Triennial, to be heldin
Minneapolis July 30 through August 8,
continuein Northern Michigan and
across the Episcopal Church.
Committees, commissions, interest
groups and businesseswill converge
upon the new Minneapolis Convention
Center to address issues from budgets
to liturgy, from sexuality to open
communion, evangelismto direct
ordination.
Each diocese sends eight Deputies,
four ordained, four non-ordained, to
participate in the House of Deputies.
Bishops deliberate in the House of
Bishops; legidlation, resolutionsand
other actions must pass both Houses.
Jim Kelsey, Bishop of Northern
Michigan, will be attending, along with
non-ordained Deputies Arlene
Gordanier (Chair of the Northern
Michigan deputation), Marcia Pruner,
Dick Graybill, and Kai Carrigan.
Ordained Deputies are Rayford Ray,
Bonnie Turner, Kevin Thew Forrester,
and Mark Engle. Marion Luckey will
be there for United Thank Offering

TheTriennial

meeting of the Episcopal Church
Women will take place concurrently
with General Convention, and
delegatesfrom Northern Michigan
include Joyce Menard, Pam Nygaard,
MariaManiaci, and BarbaraKell.
LindaVollwerthwill be attending for
the National Altar Guild

Kelsey isamember of the
Standing Commission on Ministry
Development, whichisproposing
revisionsto Title |11, the canons
regarding ministry. The proposed
change attracting the most attention
leading up to General Conventionis
direct ordination, in which those called
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to be priests are not ordained as
“transitional deacons’ beforetheir
ordination asapriest. Kelsey wrote an
essay in favor of this change for the
Living Church magazine, and you can
read it on our website at
www.dionomi.org, and scroll down to
“Mutual Ministry Update.”

Thetopic that islikely to draw
the attention of the general news media,
and agood deal of energy at Convention,
isthe area of sexuality. A resolution
proposing the devel opment of arite for
blessing same-sex unionsis expected to be
proposed, as well as other related
resolutions. A development that will add
more complexity to theseissuesisthe
recent election of Gene Robinson to be
Bishop of New Hampshire. Whenever
someone is elected to be bishop within
120 days of a General Convention,

100 Years of Worship and Ministry
in DeTour Village!

The people of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in DeTour Village

invite you to celebrate with them the Centennial of their ministy and mission.

Sunday, July 20

Centennial Celebration Worship, 200pm Eastern

Reception to follow.

there are votes taken in the House of
Deputies and in the House of Bishops
to affirm consent to the election. Itis
usually apro formaexercise; this case
will be anything but, since Robinsonis
an openly gay priest, livingina
committed relationship with aman for
the past 13 years. Asyou might
imagine, there are many passionate
opinions about thisand related issues
across the church.

Jim Kelsey, responding to
Robinson’s election, said, “| can assure
you that thereisno ambivalencein my
mind, or in my heart. | have known
Gene asafriend and colleague since
the mid-seventies, when hefirst came
to New Hampshireand | served in
Vermont. | cantell youthat | have
never met aperson who is more clearly
gifted and prepared to serve as bishop
in thischurch. 1 rejoiced when he was
elected, and | am eager to add my vote
to those who will be consenting to his
electionin Minneapolis.”

In other matters coming to
General Convention, the Standing
Commission on Music & Liturgy (of
which MarciaPriner isamember) is
proposing that we replace the
lectionary whichisprinted in the back
of the Book of Common Prayer with
the Revised Common L ectionary,
which has been devel oped by many
different denominationsworld-wide.
Thispast year, Holy Trinity Churchin
Iron Mountain has been using the RCL
onatrial basis.

Another topic which is bound
to receive alot of attention at General
Conventioniswhat iscalled “Open
Communion”. It has become wide-
spread practice in many Episcopal
Churchesto invite everyone present to
receive communion, and sincethe
canons of the church are clear about
restricting reception of communion to
those who are baptized, there are some
who are recommending that a
Commission be set up to figure out
how to enforce the canonsin this area.
There are others who would like to see
the canons changed, to officially allow
for more open communion. Kelsey
suggests that this one may be “abit of
asleeper,” not getting much attention
beforehand, but generating more
energy as General Convention gets
down to business.

General Convention 2000

ade a committment to evangelism and
ontinued on Baggg 9



Page B
Mission and

Church In Hiawathaland

Ministry

in Minneapolis
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mission called 20/20, a plan to double
church membership by the year 2020.
There are numerous resolutions and
budget issues regarding thisinitiative, a
thread found throughout much of
Convention’swork.

It has been noted that the last
time General Convention metin
Minneapolis (1976), the Church
authorized the revision of the Book of
Common Prayer, and opened the way for
the ordination of women as priests and
bishops. Reflecting on this, Rayford Ray,
Deputy, said “| think it could belife-
changing for the institution and for
individuals. | expect it to be challenging
for usasachurch.”

Given the passions that abound
in the challenges and opportunities of this
General Convention, the plannershave

wrapped the schedulein prayer and Bible
study.

News and local coverage of
General Convention will makefull use of
the technology now available to us, and
reportswill beavailabledaily onthe
internet. To find out more, both before
the Convention begins and during, go to
www.epi scopal church.org/ge/ge2003.
You will be able to get updates on just
about anything you would want to know
about the 74" General Convention of the
Episcopal Church in the United States of
America. Our own Deputieswill be
checking in, so keep an eye on our
website, www.dionomi.org and on
UPChat. (Thisarticlewasdrawn from
UPChat reports available on our website,
the Episcopal News Service, and from
the June issue of Episcopal Life.)

= o -
Jim Kelsey, Bishop, and award recipient Barry Ziegler of WDBC/WYKX Radio in
Escanaba.

Media Excellence:

Press Release

The sixth annual Good News
Awards luncheon was held on Tuesday,
June 3, 2003. The Good News Awards are
sponsored by the Judicatory Heads of the
Evangelical Lutheran, Presbyterian,
United Methodist, Episcopal and Catholic
Churchesin this region. The Good News
Awards are designed to honor works of
excellencein broadcasting and print,
which serve viewers, listeners and readers
through the positive, creative treatment of
concerns to the people of Upper
Michigan.

Themain criterion upon which
entriesare judged istheir ability to uplift
and nourish the human spirit. Entries
should affirm the dignity of peopleand
recognizeand
uphold universally recognized human
values such as community, creativity,
tolerance, justice, compassion, persev-
erance, truth, faith and the dedication to
excellence.

The sponsoring religious bodies
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It’'s Good News

uphold these values. However, the Good
News Awards are not limited to any
particular religious creed or to material of
an obvious religious nature. They seek to
honor radio, television and newspaper
productions that touch the hearts and
minds of all people of good will,
emphasizing our commonality asbrothers
and sisters.
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Stewardship All Year Round - Part 4 of 6

Stewards Empowering Ministry

Uzziah R. Seigwards

Who of us does not know the starving ministry? That istheideaor initiative
that may have started out with enthusiasm, but which soon withers on the vine for lack
of nourishment. Of course, some ministries pass from the scene because they are no
longer needed. Their withering isakind of seeding for new ministriesto come. But
there are the other ministries, much needed, but undernourished. The practice of
Stewardship isaway to pass along vital nourishment to struggling ministries. Every
ministry | know hasits Ugly Duckling phase, some awkward transition initslife. But
if itisaSwaninthe making, a Steward is surely needed. Stewards keep ministriesfed
until they emerge as the Swan you are sure lurksinside of it.

Thefoundation of empowered ministry is stewardship, that unconditional
offering of a part of your means for God’s purposes. | like to think of the use of
God'stime and treasure as a sort of investment strategy. There are ongoing initiatives,
important ministries, which by our investment can move to the next level in their
development. Thereisastory | have heard told about afood pantry in a Midwestern
town begun as a cooperative ministry of the local congregations. Over the years, this
ministry faithfully fed those who, through no fault of their own, fell into desperate
straits. It happened, one winter day, that one of the intake workers noticed that the
folks coming for food had need of warm clothing. While there was space at the
center, alittle money and construction help was needed to provide clothes racks and
dressing rooms. For an investment of $250.00 got the center into the clothing
business. Over the years, that ministry has grown into one of the centers of food,
clothing and shelter in one of the Midwest’s major metropolitan areas. 1t took only a
small gift to move the center to its next level.

“1 can make adifference!” That is the ultimate empowerment of the steward.
Through the careful management of your gifts, you can see the impact of your
generosity on the world around you. Over the years, you can begin to see that the
world would be a meaner and more inhospitable place, were it not for your generosity.
And thereis nothing more reassuring than that!

A steward has a powerful impact on her world. We make good investments
inthefabric of our communities.

Advertising the Church

“.You are Welcome”

The Evangelism & Communica-  Picturesare shown of Episcopaliansfrom
tions Committees have devel oped and throughout the diocese.

Transitions
Deaths

Edwin Thomas Williams
Trinity, Houghton

produced a new television ad to run on
TV, inviting peopleto join usin the
Episcopal ChurchintheU.P. Thisisa
follow-up to the advertising begun this
spring on both TV6 and public radio
WNMU.Hereisthetext of the new ad:

When | was baptized, |
vowed to respect the dignity of
every human being. It's a promise
all Episcopalians reaffirm for
themsel ves when anyone is
baptized. It's what we mean when
we say “ the Episcopal Church
Welcomes You” . Everybody is
welcome. You are welcome. There's
an Episcopal Church near you.
Come and see us. We look forward
to knowing you. Visit our website

or give usacall.
Asthese words are being said,

The Evangelism and Communi-
cations Committees would liketo invite
you and your congregation to do the
following: 1) discussamongst yourselves
how your congregation can become
welcoming! Sincewe aretelling everyone
who watches the ad that they are welcome
tojoin us, how can we be sure that
everyone of our congregationstruly are
hospitable to everyone who walksin the
door? What can you and othersin your
congregation do to make sure everyone
feelswarmly greeted? 2) consider
contributing financially to our “ad fund”,
SO we can continue to show these ads
over the coming weeks and months. We
have a fund which started off at about
$5000 - and has now dwindled to about
$1000. we could use donations to keep
the adsrunning!

Thanks! And let us know of
ideas you have for new ads we might
produce in the future.

THE CHURCH IN HLAWATHAL AND
Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan
JamesA. Kelsey, Bishop
131 East Ridge Street, Marquette, Michigan 49855
(800) 236-0087 or (906) 228-7160
Rise Thew Forrester, Editor
402 Harrison Street, Marquette, M| 49855
(906) 228-0033 rise@chartermi.net
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Jane Cidluycis, Bob Foster, Val Gonzalez Murphy, Jim Kelsey, ClaudiaNadeau, Marcia
Pruner, Barbara Susan, Rise Thew Forrester
Deadline: thefifth of the preceding month
EriscoraL Lire: THE CHURCH IN HiawaTHALAND Edition is prepared ten times ayear in the Diocese of|
Northern Michigan and published by the domestic and Foreign Misisonary Society, Inc. (ISSN
1050-0057). Periodicals Postage PAID in New York, NY and additional mailing offices. Postmas
ter: Send change of addressto Episcopal Life, PO Box 1337, Belmawr, NJ 08099-1337
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Diocesan Calendar

All TimesEastern

JULY 2003
June29-Jul4 Senior Camp Page Center
6-12 Camp New Day U.P. Page Center

13-19 Camp New Day U.P. CampMichigamme

20 Centennial St Stephen’s, DeTour Village
22 Trust Association 10:30 am Diocesan Offices, Marquette
26 Budget Planning 10:00 am Diocesan Offices, Marquette
28-Aug9 General Convention Minneapoalis
AUGUST 2003

1-9 General Convention Minneapalis

39 Camp New Day U.P. Presbytery Point, Michigamme
23 CommissiononMinistry

23 Children’sMinistry Wkshop 10:00 am Ludington Park, Escanaba
SEPT 2003

6 Diocesan Council 10:00 am Diocesan Offices, Marquette
9-11 RectorgMissioners Page Center

12 South Central Region 6:00 pm St Stephen’s, Escanaba

13 Evangelism 10:00 am Diocesan Offices, Marquette
13 Sexual BoundariesWkshop 9:00 am St Stephen’s, Escanaba

17 Justice/Peace/Child Advocacy 3:00 pm Diocesan Offices, Marquette

19-20 LifeCycles
19-21 Happening

26-27 ECW Fall Retreat Page Center
27 Commission on Ministry ~ 10:00 am Diocesan Offices, Marquette
OCTOBER 2003

1 MinisDevelopStrategy Team 10:00 am Diocesan Offices, Marquette
7-9 Michigan-wide Clergy Gathering Mackinacldland

17-19 Annual Convention The Terrace, Gladstone

25 ECW Board 10:00 am Diocesan Offices, Marquette

To have meetingsincluded, call 1-800-236-0087

Saturday, August 23
10:00 A.M. - 2:00 p.M. EST
Ludington Park, Escanaba

Rain site: St. Stephen’s Church, Escanaba
Sponsored by the congregations
of the South Central Region

Games, crafts, singing and stories
all about “Creation”
Please bring a bag lunch.
Drinks provided.

Questions?
Call the South Central Regional Office
877-219-6375
or Bonnie Turner, 715-582-3581
Please send in your registration
by August 18!

DVen't midd Athis time o

fmm and fe/Q«Q/®Wél\//L/P |

Church In Hiawathaland

Page C

NAAD Secks Healing of
Nations in Servant Leadership

James A. Kelsey

TheBiennial Conferencefor the
North American Association for the
Diaconate (NAAD) was held in Toronto
June 13-15. Attending from our diocese
were Jim Kelsey, Bishop, MariaManiaci
(veteran deacon from Gladstone), Dan
Creten (anew deacon from Escanaba),
and Jan Fritsche (adeacon-in-formation
from Iron River). The theme of the
Conference was“ Healing the Nations:
Working for Justice as Servant Leaders’.
The theme was sel ected almost two years
ago, shortly after September 11th. At that
time, it was clear that international
relations were falling apart, and we were
headed towards a violent response to the
attack we had suffered. It wasan
expression of hope that by thetimethis
conference would occur, we would be
past theinitial violent response, and we
could look ahead to the “ healing of the
nations’ asthe old hymn putsit.

Themain speakersincluded Jim
Cruickshank, retired bishop of what was
once the Anglican Diocese of Cariboo.
That diocese no longer exists, because it
was forced out of existence as aresult of
lawsuits over abusein the native
residential schoolsinthelast century. The
people of that diocese have offered a
remarkabl e example of spiritual depth and
courage, acknowledging past institutional
responsibility and seeking healing and
reconciliation in every way possible, even
while letting go of the existence of their
own beloved diocese. Jim Cruickshank is
truly amazing in hisability to articulate
thiswhol e process, using biblical and
theological language that bringsthe heart
of our faith to life with unmistakable
power. Thiswasindeed a message about
the healing of nations, between one
culture and another who have caused one
another tremendous suffering.

Another speaker was Andrew
Wesley, himself an Aboriginal priest of the
Anglican Church. Hetold the same story
from theinside out - since he was himsel f
astudent of theresidential schools many
years ago. Hetold the Cree legend of
four brothers whose father had died many
years before. The youngest brother went
on apersonal quest and found the remains
of hisfather. He returned home and told
his other brothers, all of whom traveled to
the place where the bones lay scattered.
One brother gathered the bones and used
his special giftsto add sinewsand flesh.
Another brother bestowed the gift of
breath. Another gave the gift of
movement. And thustheir father was
brought back to life. They returned home
tothevillageto much rgjoicing. Atthe
end of the festivities, the father announced
that hewould give aspecial blessing to
the son who had given the most valuable
gift. Each of the sons hoped it would be
he who received the honor: the one who
gave flesh, the one who gave breath, and
the one who gave movement. But in the
end, it was the youngest son who received
the honor because, it was he who had
remembered hisfather and who | eft the
village on the quest to find hisfather’s

remains. Andrew Wesley explained that
the most important gift needed for the
healing of the nationsisthat of
remembering the truth of what has
happened, and to begin the journey to
seek for reconciliation.

Another principle speaker was
JimWallis, the editor of Sojourners
magazine, who hel ped us confront and
reflect upon the consequences of our
national foreign policies, which have
introduced the innovation of pre-emptive,
unilateral, and interminable warfare
(moving against one nation after
another). He suggested that the prophet
for national security isMicah - who
envisioned both the pounding of spears
into plow-shares, and also that every
person would sit under his own vine and
fig tree, and not be afraid any more. Itis
fear, Wallisclaims, which isthe basis of
such aviolent and aggressive foreign
policy. He reminded usthat our
September 11th experience of random
violence coming into our world without
warning, taking the lives of people we
love, is not new for people in most parts
of theworld. In thisway, we have been
brought into the life experience of most of
the rest of the human race, and how we
choose to respond to that new reality will
in fact define who we are and who we
choose to become. Claimsto take
responsibility to remove our vulnerability
and our fear are, in fact, idolatrous: it is
God, and God’s Way of Peace & Justice-
making that we should be relying upon.
JimWallis challenges the church to be not
the masters of the state, not the servants
of the state, but the conscience of the
state (Martin Luther King Jr.). Our
vocation, as the Church, should be to
bring areligious and moral dimensionto
the public decisionsthat are being made
by our government in the political and
economic realm. All of thishasto do
with how we will take leadership in the
healing of the nations, working for justice
as servant leaders.

The conferencewas especialy
graced by the musical leadership of Dr.
Horace Boyer - amarvelous African-
American musician who wasinstrumental
in developing “Lift Every Voiceand Sing”
(our supplemental hymnal which has
brought back into our midst marvelous
music of that tradition). He used
tremendous humor, teaching, and, of
course, musical leadership to move usand
inspire us.

| was once again deeply moved
and inspired to be in the midst of about
100 deacons from all over the United
States and Canada. It renewed my
commitment to the role and contributions
of the Diaconate throughout our church,
and it brings me back to the diocese more
committed than ever to envision and to
work for the ordination of deaconsin
every one of our congregationsin the U.P.

Thenext NAAD Biennid
Conference will bein Atlanta, Georgiain
2005. | hope we'll have more U.P.
participantsthen.
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Added to Diocesan
Website

Rayford Ray

The Justice & Peace/Children’s
Advocacy Webpage is now on our
diocesan website.You can access that site
by going to www.dionomi.org and scroll
down to Ministriesand Mission.

ThisJustice & Peace/

Children’sAdvocacy Committee pageis
designed as aresource to help Episcopal
congregations, groups, and individualsin
the Diocese of Northern Michigan,
explore waysthey can usetheir giftsin
collaboration with others (locally and
worldwide), to be advocates for justice
and peace in the name of Christ.
We share in the vision of Jubilee 2000,
which seeks the transformation of God’s
creation through peaceful cooperation of
al Christians (indeed, all persons of
goodwill) as we bear withess to our
Baptismal Covenant in our homes,
workplaces, and neighborhoods. Our
mission isto build ajust and peaceful
globa community. Thiswebpageisone
vital way of living into our vision and
missioninthisdiocese of building ajust
and peaceful global community.

Church In Hiawathaland

ERD’s Fair Trade cotfee helps

save lives

Episcopal Relief and Devel op-
ment (ERD) is launching Bishops Blend,
apremium line of certified Fair Trade,
dark roasted coffees from Central
Americaand Indonesia. Through the sale
of Bishops Blend, Episcopal Relief and
Development will be ableto further its
mission of responding to the needs of the
poor, hungry, homeless, and sick
worldwide.

In addition to supporting
Episcopal Relief and Development’s
ministry, BishopsBlend iscertified Fair
Trade, organic, and shade grown. This
ensuresthat coffee farmersare being paid
afair living wage and gain accessto
affordable credit.

Episcopal Relief and
Development isworking with PuraVida
Coffeeto sell Bishops Blend throughout
the Episcopal Church.

The product linewill include
three blends: Bishops Blend, Bishops
Blend Decaf, and Bishops Cinnamon
Soice. Individuals, dioceses, parishes, and
other organizations can order Bishops
Blend on aregular basis or purchase the

coffee at wholesale prices for church
fundraisers. Shipping isfreeonthefirst
order. To learn more about ordering this
great coffee, visit www.er-d.org or call
Bishops Blend customer service
representatives at Pura Vida Coffee (877)
469-1431.

Episcopal Relief and Devel op-
ment is a compassionate response of the
Episcopal Church to human sufferingin
theworld. Episcopal Relief and
Development provides emergency
assistancein times of disaster, rebuilds
devastated communities after the
immediate crisisisover, and offerslong-
term solutions to help people sustain
safer, healthier, and more productive lives.

PuraVida Coffeeis a Seattle-
based company committed to partnering
with organizationslike Episcopal Relief
and Development. One hundred percent
of itsnet profits benefit at-risk children
and familiesin coffee-growing countries.
(Press Release)

Page Center Workday Preps for the Season

The Page Center Workday was May 24, and 14 people

Jimand Mary Kelsey sweep the roof of the Lodge.

Bobby Cisluycis does much of the repair
work at Page Center.

showed up to begin getting the buildings and grounds
ready for summer youth camps. The Operations Board,
led by Jim Martindale, met the night before.

Prospective members of the Page Center Board of
Directors will meet and learn more about the Page Center

fromitslong winter nap.

Jim Martindale cleans those cabins from top to
bottom!

Ginny Peacock and Lu Swetz discuss how to wake up the dishwasher

-
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Thank
You!

Many of you have
already responded to the
ChurchinHiawathaand
fundsapped inJune.
Thank you for your support
of our diocesan newspaper.
Thetotal wasover $1800
inthefirst week after the
appeal went out, aswe
went to press. And...

If youhaven't yet
sentinyour donation,
pleasedo! Youmay sendit
to: Episcopal Diocese of
Northern Michigan, 131 E.
Ridge Street, Marquette,
M1 49855.

Around the Diocese...

The people of the Diocese of Northern
Michigan contributed $11,265 to Episco-
pa Relief and Development in support of
their ministry in 2002. Total contributions
received by ERD was almost $5.9 million.
Joyce Hogg, of ERD expressed her thanks
to our diocese and to Gail Baravetto,
Diocesan Coordinator for ERD.

Holy Eucharist is being celebrated on
Saturdays, 5:30pm at St. Matthias,
Pickford, beginningin May. All are
welcome, they say, especially Early
Sunday Golfers!

A Sexual Misconduct Prevention
Training Wor kshop will take place at St.
Stephen’s Church in Escanabaon
Saturday, September 13th. The workshop
will begin at 9:00am and end by 3:00pm.
Carol Clark will facilitate the workshop. If
you are planning to come please call
Rayford Ray at by calling the Regional
office 906-786-7970 or email him at
rayford.ray @ecunet.org

Living Stones, the organization of
dioceses committed to ministry of all the
baptized has asked Tom Ray, retired
Bishop of Northern Michigan, to bethe
Ministry Development keynoter at the
2004 conferencein California. Living
Stones currently has 23 partner dioceses,
with Idaho, Maine, Connecticut, and
Southern Ohio, as the most recent

members.



